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1. It is our impression that the conv
analysts 1§ that there is small if any
lesson" against Vietnam, whatever may

Vietnamese offensive in the Thai-Kampu
nevertheless some worrisome signs that
more extensive preparations than gener
least of our concern is our uncertaint
the Community's knowledge of what the

SRV-PRC border area, and what the Chin
months.
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Should China decide to
be better prepared and more readi
last war.
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6. The Sino-Vietnamese border situatign remains tense. Border clashes
continue and the latest Chinese protest to the Vietnamese over such pro-
vocations, on November 20th, included fhe same final sentence that u_Ts -~y

used by the PRC shortly before the last invasion. Additional

reporting reflects the possibility of hinese actiop. %gﬂ
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8. While we continue to see an improved military posture in the border
area and note the continued tense situftion and political concern, we do
not have evidence of massive troop mdvgment or buildup required to in fact
teach Vietnam a second lesson. We bel{eve, however, that China has reason
not to deploy troops as openly as they |[did for the last invasion, and that
they would use surprise to a greater advantage 2

9. Like most other analysts in the Community, I have difficulty be]ieviﬁg
China will initiate a second lesson. ever, most of us did not believe
China would attack last time. I prgvide the following figures, not to

contest communit oromote discussion of them. I can bg
reached on ! SX1

10. AEainst the above background weégro 1de a high-estimate border forces

total

which could reach {Je border approximately?yithin a two<5X1

week period. L E) :
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